
HEREFORD	ASSIZES	WHERE	ARE	THEY???	

The	county	assizes	are	held	here,	likewise	the	petty	sessions	for	the	hundred	of	Grimsworth	every	

Saturday	;	and,	under	certain	restrictions,	those	of	Oyer	and	Terminer	for	the	whole	of	South	Wales.	The	

old	town	and	shire-hall,	erected	in	the	reign	of	James	I.,	is	a	large	edifice	of	timber	and	brick,	supported	

on	twenty-	seven	pillars	of	solid	oak	:	it	formerly	contained	an	upper	story,	in	which	were	chambers	for	

the	fourteen	differ	ent	trading	companies	of	the	city,	but	has	been	much	reduced	in	height	and	beauty,	

and,	though	formerly	ap	propriated,	by	consent	of	the	corporation,	as	proprietors	of	it,	to	the	courts	of	

assize,	session,	and	public	meetings	for	the	county,	was	surrendered	to	that	body	in	1817.		

	

The	new	shire-hall	was	erected	by	act	of	parliament	passed	in	the	55th	of	George	III.,	authorising	a	sum	

not	exceeding	£30,000	to	be	raised,	for	the	purpose	of	build	ing	courts	of	justice,	county	hall,	&c.,	

together	with	a	depot	for	arms	and	military	clothing,	including	the	pur	chase	of	an	appropriate	site	;	also	

a	further	sum	of	£3150,	to	purchase	a	house	for	the	accommodation	of	the	judges.	This	edifice	has	been	

completed	from	a	de	sign	by	Mr.	Smirke	:	the	portico	in	front	is	a	fine	spe	cimen	of	Grecian	Doric	

architecture,	copied	from	the	Temple	of	Theseus	at	Athens	:	a	subterraneous	passage,	through	which	

prisoners	are	brought	to	the	bar,	leads	to	the	Crown	court,	from	an	apartment	beneath	the	grand	jury	

room,	in	which	they	are	kept	during	the	trials	:	the	hall	is	decorated	with	portraits	of	George	III.	and	the	

late	Duke	of	Norfolk,	and	here	the	quarter	sessions,	county	meetings,	and	the	triennial	musical	festivals,	

are	held.		

	

The	city	gaol	is	an	ancient	building,	the	original	part	containing	seven	cells	for	felons,	and	three	sleeping-	

rooms	for	debtors	;	to	which	an	addition	has	recently	been	made,	comprising	four	cells	for	males,	and	

three	for	females,	with	spacious	airing-yards.	The	county	gaol	was	erected	in	1798,	upon	Mr.	Howard's	

plan,	and	occupies	the	site	of	St.	Guthlac's	priory,	at	the	foot	of	Aylestone	hill,	being	enclosed	by	a	brick	

wall	:	the	en	trance,	over	which	is	the	place	of	execution,	is	orna	mented	with	Tuscan	pillars	:	the	prison	

contains	appro	priate	apartments	for	the	classification	of	prisoners	of	both	sexes,	with	day-rooms,	court-

yard,	inspection-	room,	a	newly-built	penitentiary,	infirmary,	chapel,	work-rooms,	a	room	for	the	

meeting	of	the	county	ma	gistrates,	and	apartments	for	the	gaoler	and	his	family	:	the	inspecting-room	is	

about	eighteen	yards	in	diameter,	nearly	circular,	and	having	six	windows,	which	open	into	each	court	:	

the	total	expense	of	erecting	it	was	£22,461.	7.	S.,	and	the	annual	expenditure	of	the	esta	blishment	is	

estimated	at	from	£2000	to	£3000.	The	elective	franchise	was	conferred	in	the	23d	of	Edward	I.,	since	

which	time	the	city	has	regularly	returned	two	members	to	parliament	:	the	right	of	election	is	vested	in	

the	freemen	generally,	nearly	one	thousand	in	num	ber	:	the	mayor	is	the	returning	officer.	
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Hereford	Court	and	Gaol	

	
	
	

	
	



		

	
	
	
	

	 	



	
	

	
	

	



	
	

	
	

	
	



	
	

	
	

	


