HEREFORD ASSIZES WHERE ARE THEY???

The county assizes are held here, likewise the petty sessions for the hundred of Grimsworth every
Saturday ; and, under certain restrictions, those of Oyer and Terminer for the whole of South Wales. The
old town and shire-hall, erected in the reign of James 1., is a large edifice of timber and brick, supported
on twenty- seven pillars of solid oak : it formerly contained an upper story, in which were chambers for
the fourteen differ ent trading companies of the city, but has been much reduced in height and beauty,
and, though formerly ap propriated, by consent of the corporation, as proprietors of it, to the courts of
assize, session, and public meetings for the county, was surrendered to that body in 1817.

The new shire-hall was erected by act of parliament passed in the 55th of George III., authorising a sum
not exceeding £30,000 to be raised, for the purpose of build ing courts of justice, county hall, &c.,
together with a depot for arms and military clothing, including the pur chase of an appropriate site ; also
a further sum of £3150, to purchase a house for the accommodation of the judges. This edifice has been
completed from a de sign by Mr. Smirke : the portico in front is a fine spe cimen of Grecian Doric
architecture, copied from the Temple of Theseus at Athens : a subterraneous passage, through which
prisoners are brought to the bar, leads to the Crown court, from an apartment beneath the grand jury
room, in which they are kept during the trials : the hall is decorated with portraits of George IIl. and the
late Duke of Norfolk, and here the quarter sessions, county meetings, and the triennial musical festivals,
are held.

The city gaol is an ancient building, the original part containing seven cells for felons, and three sleeping-
rooms for debtors ; to which an addition has recently been made, comprising four cells for males, and
three for females, with spacious airing-yards. The county gaol was erected in 1798, upon Mr. Howard's
plan, and occupies the site of St. Guthlac's priory, at the foot of Aylestone hill, being enclosed by a brick
wall : the en trance, over which is the place of execution, is orna mented with Tuscan pillars : the prison
contains appro priate apartments for the classification of prisoners of both sexes, with day-rooms, court-
yard, inspection- room, a newly-built penitentiary, infirmary, chapel, work-rooms, a room for the
meeting of the county ma gistrates, and apartments for the gaoler and his family : the inspecting-room is
about eighteen yards in diameter, nearly circular, and having six windows, which open into each court:
the total expense of erecting it was £22,461. 7. S., and the annual expenditure of the esta blishment is
estimated at from £2000 to £3000. The elective franchise was conferred in the 23d of Edward I., since
which time the city has regularly returned two members to parliament : the right of election is vested in
the freemen generally, nearly one thousand in num ber : the mayor is the returning officer.



The Statutes of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, Volume 24

1815 and 1816

An A& for crefling a Shire Hall, Courts of Juftice and other Buildings, for Public Purpofes; and for
providing fuitable Accommodations for His Majelty’s Juftices of Aflize, in and for the County of Hn?‘ord.
- [23d March 1815.]
. “" HEREAS the Shire Hall for the County of /fereford ix locally fituate within the City of Hereford,
. in the fame County ; and the Afizes and General Quarter SJﬁom of the Péace, and’ the Count
¢ Courts and other Courts of and for the faid County have been there holden ; and the faid Shire Hall 13-
¢ alfo the accultomed Place for cleéting Knights of the Shire, and for holding the other Public Meetings of
¢ the faid Coumty of Hereford: And Whereas at the Affizes and General Gaol Delivery holden in and for
« the faid County of Hereford, on AMfonday the Eighth Day of Augwf? One thoufand ci&ht hundred and
« fourteen, it was prefented by the Grand Jury of and for the County of Herefird, that the Shire Hall for-
¢ the faid County of Hereford is 2 very inconvenient Building, and ill adapted for the Adminiftration of
¢ Juftice 3 and that the faid Shire Hall 13 much out of Repair and in Decay, and infufficient and unfit for the
¢ Public Purpofes to which the fame hath been and ought to be applied, andthe Scite thereof, being fur.
¢ rounded by a Public Strect in the City of JHereford, 15 too” limited and confined to admit of Enlargement,
¢ or of any adequate Alteration or Improvement in the prefent Building, without creating t Inconvenience
¢ by obftruting the Highway and Paffage in- the faid Street : And Whereas it is expedient to ere&t new
¢ Courts of Juftice, with fuitable Conveniences, wherein to hold the Aflizes and General Quarter Seflions of
* the Peace, and the County Courts aud other Courts for the faid County of Hereford, and to tranfa@ other
¢ Judicial Bufivels ; and allo to ere@® a new Shire Hull for the Coputy of Hereford, and other proper
¢ Buildings for the Purpofes of fuch County: And Whereas a new Gaol for the faid County of Hereford,.
¢ was fome time fince erefted ; and the Seite or Ground whereupon the old Gaol for the faid County formerly
* flood, and the Buildings and Materials thereupon {lill remain unfold and undifpofed of ; and the {ame Scite
¢ or Ground is fituate in the faid City of Hereferd, lying in Front next to Saimt Owen Street, in the Parifh of
¢ Saint Peter, in the faid City, and being at a (hort i)ifancc from the prefent Shire Hall, is well calculated
¢ for fuch new Ereftions, with Accommodations thereto, and affords an ealy Communication with the prefent
¢ Guol of the faid Couaty of Hereford ; sud it is expedient that the fuid Scite or Ground fhould be made
¢ ufe of for the (2id Purpofes, but to adapt the fame for fuch Purpoles, and to make coavenient Avenues and
¢ Approaches thercto, it will be neceflary to purchale feveral Houfes, Buildings, Tenements, Gardens and
¢ Picces of Ground adjaceat and o'ppoﬁtc thercto : And \Whereas it is expedient that better Accommodation
¢ fhould be procured for The King's Judges, when holding the Aflizes in the fuid City of Hereford ; and
¢ there appears to be no Mode of procuring permanent and {uitable Accommodation for them, but by the
« Ex itere of a confiderable Sum of Money, cither in the purchale, repairing or building of fome Houfe
¢ for that Purpofe : And Whereas it is expedient that the é:lpmon of purchafiag, repairing, altering or
¢ building fucio Houfes, Buildings, Tenements, Gardens and Pieces of Ground, as thall be aecefary for the
¢ feveral Purpofes aforefaid, and of ere@ting and making the faid new Courts of Juitice, Shire Hall,.
¢ Lodgings for His Majelly’s Judges, and other Beildings end Accommodations, and of cbtaining and
¢ paffing this A&, and alfo all other Expences attending the Exccution thereof, fhould be borme and
¢ paid by and raifed by way of Rate upon the faid County of Hereford ; and it is expedient that fuch
. Expencﬂ fhould be in certain tons by and between the Proprietors and the Occupiers of
¢ Lands and Hereditaments within the faid County; but as the feveral Ends and Puarpofes aforefaid
¢ cannot be effeéted without the Aid and Authority of Parliament;* May it therefore pleafe Your Maj ity
that it may be enaced; and be it enacted by The King’s Moft Excelient Majefty, by and with the Aa':-ice
and Coafent of the Lords Spiritual aud Temporal, and mons, in this prefent Parliament aflembled, and

¢ thers appears to be no Mode of procuring permanent and {uitable Accommodation for them, but by the
. Expmcritun.- of a confiderable Sum of Mouvey, cither in the purchafe, repairing or building of fome Houfe
¢ for that Purpofe : And Whereas it is expedient that the é:;)mcn of purchaliag, repairing, altering or
¢ building fut.{o Houfes, Buildings, Tenements, Gardens and Pieces of Ground, as fhall be aecefMary for the
¢ feveral Purpofes aforefaid, and of ereling and making the faid new Courts of Juitice, Shire Hall, .
¢ Lodgings for His Majelly’s Judges, and other Beildings snd Accommodations, and of obtaining and
¢ paffing this A&, and alfo all other Expences attending the Exccution thercof, fhould be borne and
¢ paid by and raifed by way of Rate upon the faid County of Hereford; and it is expedient that fuch
. gxpencﬂ fhould be in certain tons by and between the Proprietors and the Occupiers of
¢ Lands and Hereditaments within the faid County; but as the feveral Ends and Parpofes aE:rtfaid
¢ cannot be effefted without the Aid and Authority of Parliament ;* May it therefore pleafe Your Majeity
that it may be enaced; and be it enacted by The King’s Mot Excellent Majefty, by and with the A«{:ice
and Coafent of the Lords Spiritual aud Temporal, and mons, in this prefent Parliament aflembled, and

by the Authority of the fame, That all Perfons who now are or fhall hereafter for the time being be Jultices of
tzt Peace for the faid County of Hereford, fhall be and they are hereby ll?ollpl(d Commiffioncrs for dire@ing,
ordering and managing the ere@ion and building of new Courts of Juflice, with fuitable Conveniences,
wherein to hold the Affizes and General Quarter Seffions of the Peace, and the County Courts and other
Courts for the faid County of Hereford, and to tranfa& other Judicial Bufinefs, and alfo of 2 new Slire
Hall for the faid County of Heﬂjojrl. and other proper Rooms and Buildings for the Ufe and Public

wIJ::n:ﬁ_. beautifying or improving the Avenues or

o

Purpoles of the faid County, and for making,
apol o i the hafing, adapting or ere@ing of any

Approaches to or {urrounding the fame refpe@ively, snd
prg aad commodious ige oF Mcn’ungl::,a‘ wil Gardens and other fuitable Convensences and Accom.
nog!'im for the lodging of His L(Iﬁ' fty’s Judges when holding Afizes in the faid City, axd repairi
and fittin the fame, and the Application of the Scite or Ground whereon the old Gael for tz: l'us
Count lfo:g. or any proper Part or Parts thercof, and fuch other Meflu Buildings, Land, Cround
and Hereditaments, as fhall or may be purchafed or acquired under the Powers of this A&, for fuch
Erc&ions and Buildings, or fuch other Purpofes as aforefaid, and for felling fuch Parts of the faid Scite,
Buildings, Ground and Premifes, as fhall not be wanted for the Purpoles aforefaid, and for raifing and
defraying the Expences of {uch EreQions and Buildings as aforefaid, and of all Sales, Purchafes, and other
AQs to be made and done under the Powers of this A&, and alfo the Expences of obtaining 20d pafing
this A&, and genenally for carrying this A&, and the feveral Purpoles thereof, into Execution.



Hereford Courtand Gaol

Hereford County Gaol circa 1840

L L L I L T N T W

.
[23d March 1{15.]

“7 HEREAS the Shire Hall for the County of I/:rrlfonl iz locally fituate within the City of Hereford,
in the fame County ; and the Aflizes and General Quarter Seflions of the Péace, and the County
Courts and other Courts of and for the faid County have been there holden ; and the faid Shire Hall 1s
alfo the accuftomed Place for clcc"tin%‘Knights of the Shire, and for holding the other Public Meetings of
the faid County of Hereford: And Whereas at the Affizes and General Gaol Delivery holden in and for
the faid County of Hereford, on AMonday the Eighth Day of Augufl One thoufand eight hundred and
fourteen, it was prefented by the Grand Jury of and for the County of Hereford, that the Shire Hall for
the faid County of Hereford is a_very inconvenient Building, and ill adapted for the Adminiftration of
Juitice ; and that the faid Shire Hall 13 much out of Repair and in Decay, and infufficient and unfit for the
Public Purpofes to which the fame hath been and ought to be applied, and'the Scite thereof, being fur-
rounded by a Public Street in the City of Hereford, 15 too limited and confined to admit of Enlargement,
or of any adequate Alteration or Improvement in the prefent Building, without creating t Inconvenience
by obftruéting the Highway and Pallage in the faid Street : And Whereas it is expedient to ere® new
Courts of Juﬁicc, with fuitable Conveniences, wherein to hold the Affizes and General Quarter Seffions of
the Peace, and the County Courts and other Courts for the faid County of Hereford, and to tranfa& other
Judicial Bufinefs; and alFo to eret a new Shire Hall for the Coumy of Hereford, and other proper
Buildings for the Purpofes of fuch County: And Whereas a new Gaol for the faid County of Hereford,
was fome time fince ere€ted ; and the Scite or Ground whereupon the old Gaol for the faid County formerly
flood, and the Buildings and Materials thereupon fill remain unfold and undifpofed of ; and the fame Scite
or Ground is fituate in the faid City of Hereford, lying in Front next to Saint Owen Street, in the Parifh of
Saint Peter, in the faid City, and being at a fhort {)igznoc from the prefent Shire Hall, is well calculated
for fuch new Erections, with Accommodations thereto, and affords an eafly Communication with the prefent
Gaol of the faid County of Hereford ; and it is expedient that the faid Scite or Ground fhould be made
ufe of for the faid Purpofes, but to adapt the fame for fuch Purpoles, and to make convenient Avenuesand
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- THE OLD TOWN, OR SHIRE HALL

. oy

will first demand our attention. - It is a spacious
wooden structure, rude in its appearance, Being
built in the taste prevalent in the reign of James
1. by John Abel, the expert carpenter (as he is
called in a letter ‘from the governor, Scudamore,
to Lord Digby), who in the next reign proved of
50 much use to the defenders of the city.' It has
been reduced in height, and it’s beauty ‘destroy-
ed, in order to lessen the weight on the oaken
pillars, by three rows of which (nine in each row)
it is supported. In this hall were (till March,
1817), held {li¢ assizes, quarter sessions, city and
county meetings, &c. It is intended to be in
- future appropriated "to public purposes more im-
mediately connected with the city, a new County
Hall and Courts of Justice having becn erected,

4 . WALK: THROUGH HEREPFORD,

Under it are held the hop and corn markets.
The old staircase on the south side of the build-
ing was removed in 1818, and a new one formed
on it’s west end, an improvement which reflects
great credit on it’s préjectors; detracting no-
thing from the character of the pile, and adding
greatly’ to cléanliness and utility., On-the west
. side of this staircase, is the new watech and ward
room, and over it an anthuated clock.
Nortb of this bulldlng is the entrance to -

THF. NEW MARKETS,



THE NEW COUNTY HALL

and Courts of Justice, erected in 1817, forms a
grand and interesting object. It occupies the
site of the old County Gaol, a little eastward of
St. Peter's Church, and in front, a namber of old

54 WALK THROUGH HEREFORD,

houses have been pulled down, to afford’it aw’
ample area. It bas in front a portico supported
by eight large fluted pillars of the Grecian: Doric
order, resting upon a flight of steps, and sur-
mounted by a pediment : under it are ornaments
of that order, consisting of trigliphs with metopes
between, and muteles above. Three plain door
ways lead into the entrance ball, beyond this is e
large and high corridor, terminating with a
flight of steps upon which is the entrance to the
County Hall, and having on each. side, passages
leading to the apartments of the Judges, the jury
and record rooms, &c. and to the seats of the
magistrates, council, and jury in the courts. On
the right and left before wé enter this passage,
are two courts, or lobbies, having a flight of steps
on the east sides, ascending to galleries in each of
the Courts of Justice, whichare fitted up with
seats for the nuse of spectators. The Nisi Prius
Court occupies the south side of the building, and
the Crown Court the north.  The whole is beauti-
fully fitted up with oak; the crown conrt has a
subterrancous passage, through which the felons
are brought to the'bar by a private door. They
are kept, during the trials, in an apartment un-
der the jury room. The County Hallis a most
spacious and beautiful room, under it is a series
of small apartments, used as a depot for the mili-
tary stores of the county. It is altogether
a noble work, worthy of the county which erected
it, and doing great credit to the talents of the









